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in accordance with the etiquette of the Imperial
Court, were seldom seen at private houses. Even
at the Embassies and Legations they were un-
familiar figures.
The Empress Marie has always had a predilec-
tion for charitable works, and these occupied her
attention, not by fits and starts, but regularly
every day.   It was not only the various educa-
tional and other institutions  of  St. Petersburg
that she supported, but kindred establishments
all ,over the country.   A special functionary made
a daily report upon the state of these charities,
while other officials frequently informed her per-
sonally how matters  were  progressing.   Nearly
all Russians are charitably disposed, and they
idolised her for her constant well-doing*    Never
was there a more beloved and popular Tsaritsa
than   Queen   Alexandra's   sister   Dagmar.    The
daughters of " fashionable" folk were educated
then, as now, at St. Catherine's and at the Cloister
Smolna,  two  scholastic  establishments enjoying
the  friendly  patronage  of  the  Empress Marie.
Her Majesty was well posted in the talk of the
salons, which was conveyed to her by numerous
ladies  whom   she  made   her  personal  friends;
while the good-natured Tsar withheld no State
secrets from her.   She was credited with advising
him on all important questions.   In the fullest
sense of the word she was the Tsar's confidant^
Like the Empress Frederick when Crown Prin-
cess of Germany, the Empress Marie was a graceful
rider, and was often seen, in uniform, at military